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If you attend any national or international
agility competition, you’ll see handlers
clapping while their dogs weave. What
purpose does this serve? Should everyone
clap while their dogs are in the poles?

While there are surely detractors of
clapping, many well-known competitors
and instructors support the practice under
some circumstances. The benefit of clap-
ping while a dog weaves “depends on how
the weaves were trained and the dog’s tem-
perament and personality,” says Anne
Andrle, a 2008 IFCS/USDAA World Team
Member who lives in Portland, Maine.

Applaud Me
Having handlers clap while they weave
gives some dogs an advantage. “Some dogs
perform weave poles best when they are
given a cadence to follow,” says Chris
Parker, who holds the Guinness world
record for dog weaving. That cadence
could be any repetitive sound. “The
cadence can help keep this type of dog
focused on the task at hand. For many
dogs, an enthusiastic cadence will actually
speed the dog’s performance.”

Supporting your dog in the weave
poles can be very helpful no matter how
you do it. 2006 IFCS U.S. World
Championship team member Olga Chaiko
says, “Staying with the dog and making a
team effort in the weave poles always
helps, regardless of how you express your-
self, as long as the dog understands and
welcomes your support.” 

Webb Anderson, whose schnauzer is
the number one terrier in AKC agility,
believes that clapping provides a positive
form of support: “I have always clapped
while my pups are in the weaves. I have
always considered this a ‘cheering’ to real-
ly have the pup drive in the weaves.” The
key is making sure that your dog views

clapping as positively as you do. Parker
suggests “making sure that whatever han-
dling method you choose to do in the
competition ring has been conditioned in
training to produce the optimum perform-
ance.” 

Many competitors have seen improve-
ments tied to the handler clapping while
the dog weaves. Two-time ESPN Great
Outdoor Games Gold Medalist and 2003
AKC World Team member Sherry Kluever
claps while her oldest terrier, Frisco, is
weaving. She says, “His weaves have defi-
nitely gotten more consistent and faster
since I started clapping.” Kluever adds, “I
have had several students try it as a way to
motivate the dog and it can definitely
make a difference.” But Kluever has found
that it doesn’t always work — clapping
doesn’t affect her other dogs’ weave pole
performances at all. 

Cons of clapping
Despite the apparent advantages of clap-
ping, the same trainers that recommend it
under some circumstances say that it can
be detrimental in others. “I find clapping
or using the voice to encourage dogs to
weave sometimes distracts the dog, and
they try harder by scrambling to go faster,
which puts them out of rhythm in the
poles,” says Andrle, who adds “[This]
actually makes them go slower!” Parker,
who has competed on the AKC World
Team, agrees: “For some dogs, a cadence
will rush the dog’s performance and result
in a less-than-efficient execution of the
poles.” Rushed footwork can also cause a
dog to get caught in the poles. 

Parker has seen dogs become distracted
by clapping. “There are dogs that just sim-
ply cannot deal with the distraction of a
cadence and they prefer to run their poles
with their handlers silent,” she says.
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Kluever agrees: “It can distract some dogs.”
Bonnie McDonald, who judges in multiple
agility venues, has seen dogs have all sorts
of reactions to clapping. She says, “Dogs
that are sound-sensitive can actually be
distracted and even slowed down by clap-
ping. I’ve see the ‘worried’ look creep
across their faces when the handler starts
to clap.”

Andrle is also concerned about how
consistent clapping might fit into a han-
dler’s training plan. She says, “Very often,
many dogs come to rely on the clapping,
and may not continue to weave if the han-
dler’s clapping stops or the frequency
changes.” This may restrict the handler on
the course, interfering with the design of
the optimum handling path for the rest of
the course. Andrle adds, “In general, I am
in favor of handler encouragement being
random, whether clapping or voice
encouragement, so that the dog’s weaving
does not become dependent on the han-
dler action.”

Clapping can become a method of
cheerleading on the course, which can
often actually encourage dogs to run slow-
er because it may appear to the dog that he
is being reinforced for his slow perform-

ance. Chaiko says, “If your clapping is a
form of cheerleading, it only makes the
dog’s job harder.”

So should I or shouldn’t I?
The decision to clap while a dog weaves is
one that has to be made by the handler —
there is no one perfect answer. McDonald
says, “It’s certainly not a cure-all or for
every dog.” She offers a few guidelines for
those who should avoid clapping:
“Chances are, if you have a sound-sensitive
(or just sensitive) dog, clapping is probably
not your best bet. If your dog startles rela-
tively easily then clapping probably isn’t
for him or her. Additionally, if the handler
has no sense of rhythm then I advise
against clapping.”  

But McDonald, like many other train-
ers, has found that some dogs can actually
be encouraged to weave faster by clapping,

and she believes that “clapping can be an
effective tool when used correctly with a
dog that is receptive to the rhythm of the
noise.”

So knowing your dog well is going to be
the most important factor in determining
whether or not to clap while your dog does
the poles. “Knowing your dog’s likes and
dislikes plays a big part in how you choose
to support them through their obstacle
performances,” says Parker. Andrle recom-
mends an analytical approach to determin-
ing a particular dog’s response to clapping.
“The best way to determine the effect of
clapping on the dog’s weaving performance
is to time it both ways,” she says.

In the end, a dog’s emotional well-being
may well be the best deciding factor on this
issue. Angelica Steinker, author of Click
and Play Agility, says, “It seems to me, if it
makes your dog happy, clap away!” 

Brenda Fender is a freelance writer with a
vizsla and whippet who aare collectively titled
in agility, obediencee, conformation, lure
coursing junior hunter, rally and Canine Good
Citizen. Contact Brenna at brennafend-
er@gmail.com and check out her blog at
www.bloggerpary.com/blog/brenna_fender.

“Some dogs perform 

weave poles best when they are 

given a cadence to follow.”



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




