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6 Appendix A - Course Review Process

6.1 Overview

Anintegral part of the course design processis a qualitative course review, which is
conducted by select individuals who have been appointed to uphold the standards of
competition. Course reviewers as individual s have considerable experience in the ring
and like many judges, hold full time jobs outside agility. So there must be a cooperative
effort between judges and course reviewers for submitting courses and ensuing
communications so that the review process may occur in an effective and timely fashion.
L ate course submissions and late reviews diminish the value of the course review process
and risk compromising the integrity of courses for competitors and the sport.

It isthe responsibility of the course designer to contact the reviewer if for any reason the
schedule timetabl e cannot be met.

6.2 Timetablefor Course Submission

The following timetable outlines the course review process:

Table 5 Course Submission Timetable

Process Time Frame Process

Deadline*

Initial Submittal Four to six weeks 28t day prior

Reviewer acknowledges Within three days after 25" day prior

receiving courses submission

Course review comments** | One to two weeks following | 10t day prior

returned to judge receipt of all courses

Judge resolves issues and Oneto five days following

comments with reviewer receipt of comments from

reviewer

Judge submits complete set | As soon as practicable 5thday prior

of final coursesto reviewer | following redraft

Reviewer submits final As soon as practicable Prior to event

tournament courses, if any,

to tournament reviewer

* Deadlineis stated in relation to the first day of an event. (e.g., an event runs from April 15 to April 16.
Counting one day prior as April 14, and so on, April 10 isthe 5iday prior, April 5misthe 10nday prior,
and March 18misthe 28 day prior.)

** Course reviewer should submit any tournament courses to the tournament course reviewer during this
time and include their comments along with their own back to the judge for resolution and/or discussion.
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6.3 Communicating With the Cour se Reviewer

Reviewers are assigned to a particular geographic territory which is outside of the areain
which they typically compete. The USDAA web site contains a Course Reviewers
Region Map in the Administrative Forms and Documents section which includes the
reviewer’'s name, email address, and phone number. This map should be checked before
submitting course designs as it changes from time to time.

Occasionaly areviewer may know in advance they will be attending the show in
guestion or they may be unavailable during the time period covered by the timetable. In
that case, the course reviewer will identify another course reviewer that will be covering
the event.

It is customary to submit course designs via e-mail, although other arrangements may be
made ahead of time with an individual reviewer. If the designs are sent either as
individual or bundled files, it is very helpful to the review process if the course file names
are descriptive as to the class order and the name of the class. For example:

01 — SatStartersStandard.agl
02 — SatAdvancedStandard.agl and so on.

Alternately aformat like date class description is useful.

The subject or body of the email should identify the event date and the club or city where
the event is being held, as there are often multiple events on the same weekend.

The reviewer will aso need to know what type of surface will be used and whether e-
timing is available.

6.4 Courseldentification

All submitted courses for any class should include the following information:

Event date

Sanctioning Club

Judge' s Name

Classtitle and level (ex: Starters/Pl Snooker)

Start/Finish line and/or a notation that electronic timing (aka‘e-timing’) will be
used.

e General briefing notes specifying the required elements for each class where
applicable, especialy for non-standard classes such as gamblers, snooker and

relay.
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The course or briefing notes may optionally include information which is generally
considered very helpful in the design/review process or competitors).

Figure 33 shows a course with both required information and optional information:

When the next dog is to enter the ring
Location of ring crew (Scribe, Timer, Ring Steward)

Ring entrances and exits (as provided by the club)

Grid marking (either standard 10° x 10" or ‘baseline’ grid)

Judging path*

Dog paths with distances shown (afeature of some course design software)*

* thisinformation can be removed from the final copy viewed by course builders and competitors.

Saturday, January §, 2007
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Figure 33 Example Cour se Design with Both Required and Optional I nfor mation
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COURSE REVIEWERS® REGIONS

British Columbia

Alberta New Brunswick
Saskatchewan Manitoba
Ontario ME
Quebec

ND \ MN ? h

A,

JANET GAUN "' /RI

SD ' l"’

NE

Scott Chamberlain — 550 Pacific Avenue, York, PA 17404
Phone: (717) 848-6457 Fax: (717) 852-1610
Email: schamberlain@bh-ba.com

Janet Gauntt — 10489 State Road 108, Columbia, MD 21044
Phone: (410) 715-9923 Fax: (410) 715-9893
Email: jlgaunti@aol.com

Stuart Mah — 9841 CR 121; Bryceville, FL 32009
Phone: (904) 266-2746  Fax: (904) 266-2746
Email: stuart@dogagility.biz

Tim Laubach — 949 Pine Eagle Ln., San Antonio, TX 78260 Mark Wirant — 59 Aldrich Rd., Westmoreland, NH 03467
Phone: (830) 438-4521 Fax: (830)438-4521 Phone: (603) 399-449] Fax:
Email: tlaubach@gvtc.com Email: sharmark@sover.net



